
Furniture/
Cabinetry

A Pathway Into Woodworking Careers 

Furniture and cabinetry focus on designing and
building functional, often custom pieces that blend
craftsmanship, creativity, and precision. This path
allows you to work with fine details while creating
pieces that are both practical and long-lasting.

What Does A Career In Furniture/Cabinetry
Woodworking Look Like?
Cabinet Maker
Builds custom kitchens, built-ins,
and storage solutions

Custom Furniture Maker 
Designs and creates one-of-a-
kind pieces

Production Furniture Builder
Works in larger shops, producing
consistent, repeatable designs

Millwork Specialist
Crafts doors, moldings, trim, and
architectural woodwork

Upholstery Frame Builder
Constructs the internal frames for
upholstered furniture

Salary Expectations

Start With Exposure
Woodworking, shop, design classes
Visit local furniture shops 
Try small projects

Explore Training  Pathways
Trade Schools / Technical Programs
Apprenticeships
Self Learning: Practice, research
On-the-Job Training

Build Core Skills
Measuring, layout, and cutting
Joinery techniques
Understanding wood types and
materials

Entry-Level
Mid-Level
Experienced/Specialized
Business Owner/Master

$35k-$45k 
$45k-$65k 
$65k-$85k+ 
$75k-125k+

Job Opportunities/ Career Growth

How To Get Started

What Makes You Successful?

Tools Of The Trade

Why Choose This Path?

 Try different roles, explore different shops,
and follow the kind of work that excites you

most.
We’re Here To Help
We support every skill

level, every path. 

Explore, Connect, Grow
Vist our website to find
ways to get involved.

Discover Your Path
 Build Your Future In

Woodworking.

Cabinet and millwork 
Product design
Shop management
Own business

Custom furniture studios
Interior design
Production facilities
Refinishing businesses

Some people thrive in fast-paced production shops,
while others are drawn to slow, detailed custom

work. There’s no single path and that’s what makes
this field so exciting.

Creative Detail
Oriented

Skilled
With Tools

Pride In
Craftmanship

Willing to
Learn

Table saw, band saw
CNC machines
Clamps

Sanders and finishing tools
Routers and joinery tools
Measuring tools

Express
Your

Creativity

Tangible
Results

Variety Of
Paths

Build On
Your Own

Terms

Create
Inspiring

Pieces

Shop Technician
Supports machinery, workflow,
and production processes


