
Mill/ Lumberyard
A Pathway Into Woodworking Careers 

Lumberyard work focuses on sourcing, handling, and
supplying wood materials—helping builders and
woodworkers get the right products for their
projects. A mill cuts, processes, and dries raw logs
into usable lumber, while a lumberyard makes those
materials accessible to professionals and customers.

What Does A Career In Mill/ Lumberyard
 Look Like?

Yard Associate
Handles materials, loads orders,
and maintains inventory in the yard
Sales Associate
Helps customers choose the right
lumber and building materials
Mill Specialist
Works in lumber processing,
cutting, drying, and preparing
wood products
Estimator
Calculates material needs and
costs for construction or
woodworking projects
Sawyer 
Operates sawmill equipment to
cut logs into usable lumber

Salary Expectations

Start With Exposure
Visit a local lumberyard or sawmill
Learn about different wood species 
Get comfortable working outdoors

Explore Training  Pathways
On-the-Job Training
Workforce or Technical Programs
Certifications (equipment operation
certifications)

Build Core Skills
Understanding wood types, grades,
and uses
Safe material handling and
equipment use
Attention to detail

Entry-Level
Mid-Level
Experienced/Specialized
Business Owner/Master

$30k-$40k 
$40k-$60k 
$55k-$75k+ 
$70k-100k+

Job Opportunities/ Career Growth

How To Get Started

What Makes You Successful?

Tools Of The Trade

Why Choose This Path?

Learn the material, understand the process,
and grow into the role that fits your

strengths.

We’re Here To Help
We support every skill

level, every path. 

Explore, Connect, Grow
Vist our website to find
ways to get involved.

Discover Your Path
 Build Your Future In

Woodworking.

Sawmills
Local lumberyards
Mill management
Forestry & logging

Specialty wood suppliers
Wood processing facilities
Building supply companies
inventory management

Before anything is built, the right materials have to
be sourced, processed, and delivered. Whether

you’re working in a mill cutting raw logs or helping a
customer find the perfect board, you’re playing a

critical role in every project that follows.
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Forklifts
Sawmill machinery
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Lumber Grader
Inspects and grades wood based on
quality, strength, and appearance


